260                       A MODERN ZOROASTRIAN.
tape, and teach a nation to look, like children to outside guidance, rather than, like men to their own* Still the question has two sides. Whatever individual enterprise can do should be left to it; but there are, in the Complex conditions of modern society, a number of things which cannot be done by individuals, and which must either be left undone or done by the State, or by some local authority, joint-stock company, or other quasi-monopoly sanctioned by the State. Thus, if It were a question of bringing coals from Newcastle by sea, no one would suggest that the State should interfere with the private enterprise of Individual shipowners. But to bring them by land requires railways, and railways can only be built by capitals beyond the reach of private individuals. If the State had not delegated a portion of its powers to joint-stock companies, not a ton of coal would ever have been brought by land to London.
And If the State may thus occasionally delegate Its powers with advantage to the community, there are cases In which It may, with equal advantage, undertake itself branches of the nation's business. For instance, the Postal Service, The advantages of a cheap and uniform system for the collection and delivery of letters throughout the whole kingdom are so great that they far outweigh any theoretical objections to State Interference. Possibly some of the larger towns might have been as well or better served by private enterprise, but no non-paying district would have had a post-office, and the enormous commercial and educatloCS^nefits of the penny post would have been in a great measure lost to the community.
The case of telegraphs is not so clear. Probably, on the whole3 the Advantages of a uniform State manage-